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LETF: That'si Work-
ing in the industry is
A mixture of jov and
frustration _at the
conference Playback
Theatre interprets
atories from Lhe nug:-
emee about life in the
industiry, PHOTO BY
WEXDY REW

RIGHT: Time to reflect...Conlerence participants
relax in the spacious courtvard at Melbourne Uni-
versity's Ormond College. PHOTO BY WESDY REW

*To help intending students make an informed choice about
a course of study, consider the following points: how much
contact do course providers have with the industry? {eg, are
industry personnel involved regularly in course maintenance
and assessment?); how broadly based is the course? (da they,
for example, teach small business skills, do they provide an
understanding of industrizl iszues, health and safety, self-management?); what is the quality of
teaching? tdo teachers have indust ry experience, do they have ongoing cantact with the indus Lry.
dothey have any teaching qualifications?); does the course provide value for money? iconsider the
equipment, access to Tacilities, length of course. content and cost - how up Lo date 2 the course?
tdo the course providers conduct regular critical reviews of Lheir courses, do teachers attend
refresher courses, are facilities and equipment up ta date®), Ask these questions of course
providers, but try also to obtain an mndependent view from people who have enrolled previously
or from a relevant industry azsociation or union.

* The Australian Netwark for At and Technology 1 ANAT will hold its secand national SLMmET
school in computer-aided design and manufacture over three weeks inJanuary at the Advanced
Technology Education Centre, Regeney College of TAFE in Adelaide. The course will focus on
artists’ applications of computer-aded technology. A maximum of 16 places will be available, B
of which will be for individuals with no previous experience, and the remainder for individuals
wilh some previous experience. The cost of the course is 2250 per week perartist. ANAT s endeav-
ouring to assemble a package of funding to assist arists participation and requests for assistance
have been lodged with a range of State culty ral, education and emplovment agencies to offset the
travel and tuition costs for artists wishing to partieipate in the School. Further information can
be abtained by contacting Virgina Barratt or Caron Ward (rom ANAT, PO Box B029. Hindlev
Street, SA. 5000 : phone (081231 9037 fax: (081211 7323

* In November VAEITE held a jnint seminar with the Small Business Development Corparation
ISBOC) entitled the Business of Arts, The seminar was well patronised with 70 peaple turning
out tothe venue in the Arts Centre. Three speakers addressed the basics of financial management
and marketing, [t was inleresting to note that at least half those who attended had enrolled in
an Art course at either TAFE ar Higher Education and claimed that little or naltention was paid

to business skills during their formal training. VAEITE is considering holding further seminars
with the SBEDC in 19940,

* In September, Wendy Joseph was awarded the first Ewa Ceajor Memorial Award. The award
has been established under the auspices of the Victorian Women's Benavalent Trust and com-
memorates the life and work of director, performer and teacher, Fwa Czajor. Ewa worked in
theatre in Melbourne and Canberra for more than 15 vears. In Melbourne she performed with
Arena Theatre Company and then worked for 3 years as artistic director of student theatre at Mel-
bourne University. She was murdered in Thailand in January 1988, Her last wark as a director
was “Angry Young Penquins™ at the Church Theatre, Through directing, teaching and persenal
support, Ewa worked hard 1o Eneourage young women theatre directors, The award will assist
women directors seeking to establizsh themselves in the profession, by providing an annual grant
for & speciiic praject. For further information on the Ews Czajor Memorial Fund, contast Jenny

Florence at the Victorian Women's Benevolent Trust: (031 663 26311,

* Funding cuts to the arts in the recent stage budget have angered but alse mobilised Melbou rme's
arts community. A new organization, the Arts Industry Council has heen formed Lo act as a lobhy
and advocacy group for the broad 2rs and entertainment industry. Already they have met with
the Minister and the Premier in an effort Lo have the funding cuts restored and to persuade the
Government that its present approach toarts funding is ill-concetved. A petition is currently being
civeulated, which calls on the government Lo recognize that the arts, in all their diversity, are both
crucial to the quality of life in Victoris and contribute signilicantly to the economic well-being of
the community. For copies of the petition and further information contact the Arts Industry
Couneil at P.O. Box 131, South Melbourne, Victoria 3205, VAFRITE Deputy Chairpersen, Kav
Morrissey has been instrumental in the Council's formation. She ean be contacted at the Crafts
Couneil of Victoria (Tel: (03) 329 0611),
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