MEDIA ARTS FEATURE

Ideas in Transit -Teaching the Area of New Media Arts

[OF the five Schoals that operate at the College of Fine Arts, Media Arts is the newest. 2002 marks it5 fimst year of existence and in
Howember, the first Digita! Media students will graduate. Although the School's history may he short, the vision and commitment
0T its lerturers has put Kedia 415 on (08 educaticnal map in dustrzlia and the Asia Ralific epaon,
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in cantemparary saciciy.

The goal of uniting the disciplines that fall under the rateqomny “new media arts’ at COFA has
bzen taken up by Head of School, PRil Geonge

In tha Following dizcussion, George and two academic colleagues talk abaut how pecple
of differant ages urderstand and week with ‘meia’ and how the Schaool of Media Arts is
differentizting itzelF From otheér new media pranmams in cortant and approach teteathing.

1 think cne of most |nl|:r|:5[||1|.:| exchanges faking place in the arez af media ans aday

is that hetween the older and younger
nenerations of people.” saus Phil Leorge,
"They'r2 each bringing with them dilterent
urnderstandings, and particularly dillenei
laniquanes for interpreting and using
‘madi!

The younger generation, Toasely desorbed
as those undar 25, explains Gearge, b
ramn up o come of age surmounded by
computer us=ge. Althcugh on the face of i,
tlvis may nng translate directly as intAcale
knnwledpe of technology, it does mean a
like'y familizrity and expectation of how
mncarn communication sysLems can e
aceessed and used.

“foung pecple bring with B2 an
enthusiasm and in=ome ways an imnata
undarstznding of mass madia and new
technologies. In additice to being surrogndzd

The Schanl encompasses degrees and disginlings that tie together technology, communication, calture @nd systems
of represertation. Time-Based - At {film stedies), Phatomedia (photography}, and Digital
Wadia (znimaticn, motion graphics and intéractive media) zre each part of 2 broad
educaticnal approach by the College ket acknow’2dges the importance of media culturs
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since the telegram, the 1elephone and the televizion tamz

inte exislence. "Tie critical difference is rat that one group
would neceszarily be more madia or technolonu literate, it's
the different perspecives that they have on how media and

firina Murzien,  new media theaast and lerturer 2t tha
Collegez of Fine Arts, takes the discussion furtqer. “With the
|boom of the Intemet, ircreased use of personzl computers,
|znd fzster systems of connectian, thers has coms the senss,
particularly among yoursg people, that the world has
thanged, that all this & 'new’. [0 som@ respects, its true,
the world has changed and many of the devirss we use 1oday
are nem. However, detsates about the inflizznce of media on
sorivty ar cullure hawe been taking place for most af the
200 Century. This is mhat we sees to teach the studerds,
Lirat Lhey are part of & continuing corwergence between art,
ommerce, ideas and people”  Continued Page 10

technelogy influence fife and drive change,” exnlatns Benrge.

Sargh Eleck, Ird Fooe Modin Ars Prectan by b, radin, movies and magazines, most geung people would have ne memory of
Austration fdentity 3 fime when computers did nat assist wilh homework ard cornection with friends.
Mor would they recolleet a time when evenjone did not carry @ mabile phone to text message 2ach other, They a2 used fo their world
being structured by a varizty of media and technologizs and they are uszd to adapting these systems to suit their repds”
Matched againsl this is an older generation’s understanding of how systems of communication have been definirg modem life
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SPECIAL HOTE

A Tribute to the Life of Helen Stanwix
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In she words af her friends 20 the College of Fine hets, which includes classmates and lecturgrs of all anes and from all disciplines,
Halen Stanwix was a spezial woman with exceprional t2lent. Her broad knowledge, dyramisem, sense of jay and thoughtfulness
ensured Lhat pepple were rot just drawn tn her - they
wanted to spénd time with her, and they wanted 1o lzarn
from her. Her professional carzer as 2 writer and journzlist
1oak ker araurd 1he wodd, omeser it was her pession

for art thal browght ber to COF 2nd unlocked 2 world

af reative energy in 1he areds of painfing, phatagraphy
and digital imagery.

I Decemaer 2000, Halen was ciagnosed with stomach
zancer. For 10 monbs, she fought the disease. Most
ramarkaly it was during 1his time, 1aat Helen, having
sequrad 3 3 year gaverrment scholarship, commencad
her Masters degren at COFA afier been awarded 2 firss
tlazs hanowrs degree frem the COFA Schonl of b,

Alithough stedying ull ime wiile intermittznily
undergoing radical Bawts of chemotkerapy coule nes have
been easy, Belen chose 1 approach 1ifs with a positive
and generous spirit. ke celebrated the dzvelopmans
of fier mwn artwon 2nd resazrch 2o supparted and
eacourayed 1he craative endeavours of those around her,
ALCOFS, Helen will be most remembered far her strzngth
ard kindness.

OF course there are el ple sides to all people, and 2
sice of Helen that was nol shared with many peopls at the
College, but which was chyicusly of wilal impetarce, was
her urmavering cernmibnent o orthodex Judzism, 1715
Ehrough letiers and papers St to the College by Helzn's
husband Michael Franke] that we 31 C0FA have come 1o
uncarstand better the thirgs that were Closest to delen’s
heart - ker Family, her faith and har an, which she
continued ta creale up until 3 week bafore her death,
Heler Stoawicks, Pairting Untithed O Teesday fane 2586, Hoten Slonils ofad. Family,
frionds mod colleagues altended far memiedal sendce the faliowing dog. The College of Fine Arts extends heartfell condnlances
fa Heler's Resbong Michow and Rer diaghiers Kistea oo Jemima,

{MEDILA AATS FEATURE

{Continued fram Page 2

| Irn his role as hezd of Schaol, George, together with senior lecturers John Coletts and Simon Huni, has helpad to create the Digital
[Mediz undergraduzte degree. "Becauss Lhe digital media degree 15 new, it has rzeeived a lot of ztlention in the past fewm years.
Hiweyer, thers are strong relztionships and overlaps between dightal media, photemecia and time-based-an as taught al the
Colleqe, Each addresses the theoretical, technical and creative compenents of what media is as 2n ooerational system.”

Taking tha Digizal Media degree as an exarnple, Coletie explaing, "% mizconception of those whe work in and around media arl?
i5 that if ynu are lechnially adepl, you will do well, Graduatzs taday cannct afford to think Tike this, whichis why we encovrage
0 stucends tn enczge with fsues broader han just processes of production,”

Tae Media &ris programs a1 00FA zre monsicered uniges lor several rezons, They teach studerts haw to ask guestions and
irterranate issues theanetically znd practizally. They encourage studems to esplone 2 wide range of crezfive expression cplivns,
including design znd fine arts. They provide undestanding of how 10 solve problems and praduce good techaical and creative work.
Fertaps moss vitally, however, the pragrams employ 2 growp ef lBchirers Wh are ertansizstic ahout wosking with studenls.

“Wa wznt the students fo.get the most froon Lherseelves 35 possible,” s3ys Colette. “That's why we're hiere and that's why we teach”

“And", zdds George, "were here because the students have 95 migth 10 teach us as we have to tezch tham. Mecia Aris is in many
ways a callaborative experience. 1t about building srategic alliances; tapital's'ng an your oan strengths and valuing and rewarding
|those of nihar peapla”

Far mare infarmatian on Medio Aris al COF3 contoct Simpa Feilaws oa (02) 0385 0754 or amail 5. fellows @unsw. edy. gu.
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